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Introduction to Embarcadero DBArtisan   

DBArtisan is an industry-leading database administration solution for managing Oracle, Microsoft SQL Server, 
Sybase Adaptive Server, IBM DB2 for Windows, Unix, and Linux, IBM DB2 for OS/390 and z/OS databases, and 
MySQL. Its cross-platform capability allows users to efficiently manage heterogeneous database platforms easily 
using a single front-end tool. Using DBArtisan, users boost their productivity by using a single tool for all their 
databases, regardless of vendor.   

Product Benefits   

DBArtisan provides benefits to the following functions: 

 

Database Administrator  DBArtisan enables database administrators to accomplish more with the time 

they have available in their workday. It eliminates the tedious tasks associated 

with researching schema dependencies when making object changes. Also 

included are a host of utilities, which condense DBA tasks taking hours or 

days down to minutes.   

Developer DBArtisan provides additional administration functionality to database 

developers over standard development platforms. Using the powerful schema 

extraction, schema migration, and publication wizards, developers can quickly 

extract and move schema from development to other environments, as well as 

create objects much quicker than using old-fashioned hand coding techniques.  

 

About This Guide  

This evaluation guide is intended to help you get started using Embarcaderoôs DBArtisan, the industry-leading 
solution for administering enterprise databases from a single point of control. While DBArtisan supports current 
versions of Oracle, Microsoft SQL Server, Sybase Adaptive Server, IBM DB2 for Unix, Windows, and Linux, IBM 
DB2 for OS/390 and z/OS, and MySQL, the examples in this guide are Oracle-centric. Unless otherwise noted, all 
features and functionality highlighted in this guide are applicable to all supported platforms.  

After reviewing this evaluation guide, you will have the foundation you need to explore the many features and 
benefits of DBArtisan. Youôll have learned how to competently manage the major database administration 
disciplines using DBArtisanôs standard cross-platform console. In addition, you will have a solid understanding of 
DBArtisanôs more advanced Space, Performance, and Capacity management capabilities.   

This guide is divided into 10 sessions:   

Session 1: Getting Started with DBArtisan  

Session 2: Schema Management  

Session 3: Security Management  

Session 4: Space Management  

Session 5: SQL Management  

Session 6: Job Management  

Session 7: Data Management  

Session 8: Performance Management  

Session 9: Capacity Management  

Session 10: General Utilities and Tools  

  

You can use this basic tutorial as a roadmap of product highlights, but also to help you find your own path to 
explore DBArtisan.   



DBartisan® 8.6 Evaluation Guide 

 6  

 

Once youôve started, you can select Help from the toolbar to find many additional resources that complement and 
build on many of the activities shown in this brief guide.  
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Session 1: Getting Started with DBArtisan  

Download and Install  

You can obtain the latest version of the DBArtisan software from the Embarcadero website at 
http://www.embarcadero.com/downloads/downloaddbartisan.jsp. 

Provide the requested information and follow the steps indicated to download and install the software. When you 
first install an evaluation copy of DBArtisan, you can use the tool for 14 days. After that time, a permanent license 
is needed.   

Introduction to Embarcadero DBArtisan   

DBArtisan is an industry-leading database administration solution for managing Oracle, Microsoft SQL Server, 
Sybase Adaptive Server, MySQL, IBM DB2 for Windows, Unix, and Linux, and IBM DB2 for OS/390 and z/OS 
databases. Its cross-platform capability allows users to efficiently manage heterogeneous database platforms 
easily using a single front-end tool.  Using DBArtisan, users boost their productivity by utilizing a single tool for all 
their databases, regardless of vendor.   

Overview  

The graphic below illustrates all the elements of the DBArtisan User Interface:   

 
 

   

Start DBArtisan      

1. On the Start menu, point to Programs, Embarcadero DBArtisan, and then select DBArtisan 8.6.  

The first time DBArtisan starts, it displays a message indicating that it can automatically detect and register 
your data sources.  If you have installed and used other Embarcadero tools, DBArtisan can find any active 
data sources being used by those tools.  In addition, DBArtisan provides a Discover Datasources feature that 
automatically searches the DBMS configuration files on your system for data sources that are not currently 
registered. The Discover Datasource feature is a dialog box that contains a list that includes the name of the 
server or instance and the type of DBMS, of all unregistered data sources found on your network or local 
machine, including the name of the server or instance and the type of DBMS. Once discovered, you have the 

Right pane of Explorer 

Main 

Menu 

Right Pane context 

toolbar 

Tabs for open windows 

Explorer Tree 

Application Toolbars 

Current Data Source and Server 

Output Window 
Tools output tabs 
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option to register data sources for DBArtisan usage. 

2. For the purpose of this Guide, dismiss the dialog.  You will be registering a data source manually.  

 

Registering Cross-Platform Data Sources  

The Datasource Registration Wizard walks you through the process of registering a data source for use with 
DBArtisan..  

1. On the Datasource menu, select Register Datasource. 

DBArtisan opens the wizard, initially prompting you for the DBMS type.  

   

2. Select Oracle as the database type and then click Next.  

DBArtisan opens the next panel of the Datasource Registration Wizard. 

 
 

3. Provide the Host machine name associated with an Oracle data source.  

4. Type a Port number. The default is 1521, but you can change it to wherever the Oracle listener is set up. 
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5. Specify a Type of SERVICE_NAME or SID and enter the corresponding value in the SID/Service Name box. 

6. In the Datasource Name text box, type SAMPLE_DATASOURCE for the purpose of this example.  

7. Click Next.  

DBArtisan saves your selections and opens the next panel of the Datasource Registration Wizard.  

 

   

8. In User Id, type the user id for the database.   

9. In Password, type the userôs password.  

10. To save and encrypt your password, select Auto-Connect?   

11. Click Next. 

 DBArtisan saves your selections and opens the next panel of the Datasource Registration Wizard.  

 
 

DBArtisanôs SQL Editor supports directives similar to C compiler directives.  This panel lets you specify 
directories that will be searched when a #include  directive is encountered.  You can leave the field blank 

for now. 
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12. Click Next. 

DBArtisan opens the final panel of the wizard. 

 
 
13. In the Managed Data Sources tree, place the data source you are registering.   

14. Click Finish.  

DBArtisan prompts you as to whether you want to connect to the data source. 

15. Click Yes.  

 
DBArtisan offers the same easy-to-use Datasource Registration Wizard for IBM DB2, Microsoft SQL Server, 
Oracle, MySQL, and Sybase connections. The connection information only needs to be set up one time for each 
data source and can be saved locally or in a common data source catalog for use by other Embarcadero 
products.  

You can configure Embarcadero database applications to use a data source catalog stored in the system registry 
of your machine (local) or to use a data source catalog located in the registry of another computer (remote). This 
capability makes it easy to share data source catalogs among multiple users so that maintenance can can be 
administered from one location.   

All Embarcadero database administration products share the data source catalog, which means that when you set 
up your data source catalog using one product such as DBArtisan, the same list of data sources is available in 
other Embarcadero Technologies products. Any changes you make to the data source catalog are reflected in all 
Embarcadero database management products.  

General Usability Features  

DBArtisan provides many ñuser in mindò features that make the product configurable to meet individual needs and 
preferences.  These features are designed to shave time off the tasks that you perform many times on any given 
working day.    

Retaining Data Source Explorer View Settings  

1. At the top of the Explorer tree, click to expand the drop-down menu.  

2. Select Retain View Settings.  
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The next time you open DBArtisan, the Explorer appears just as you left it. All connections that were present 
when you closed DBArtisan will be reestablished.  

Data Source Explorer Bookmarks   

1. In the Explorer tree, right-click any node.  

2. Select Add Bookmark.  

 

   

 
DBArtisan opens the Add Friendly Bookmark Name dialog box.   

3. Click OK.   

 
After Bookmarks are defined you can use them to easily navigate to commonly used data source resources via 
the main menu Bookmarks item.       
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Setting Keyboard Shortcuts and Hotkeys  

1. From the View menu, select Customize.  

The Customize dialog box opens.  

2. In the Customize dialog box, open the Keyboard tab.    

 

   

The Keyboard tab can be used to set Keyboard shortcut hot keys for all areas of DBArtisan functionality.  

3. Click Close.    

 
Referencing Most Recently Used Data Sources  

1. From the File menu, select Recent Datasources, and then choose a data source.     

DBArtisan opens the data source in the Data Source Explorer, ready to work with an active connection.  

 



DBartisan® 8.6 Evaluation Guide 

 13  

 

 



DBartisan® 8.6 Evaluation Guide 

 14  

 

Session 2: Object and Schema Management  

Advanced Object Creation and Management  

DBArtisan provides unparalleled database object management capabilities.  Its database platform- and version-
specific graphical object editors and wizards enable you to easily create, drop or alter any of your accessible 
database objects.  The following example walks you through creating and then altering a standard Oracle table 
object.  This concept carries across all of the supported object types, across all of the supported platforms.   

Creating a Table Object  

1. On the Data Source Explorer, expand the Schema node of an Oracle data source.  

2. On the Oracle data source, right-click the Tables node, and then select New.  

DBArtisan opens the Table wizard and leads you through the process of creating a table object.  

 

   

3. Complete the wizard panels, and ensure that you create two or more columns in the table.  

4. Click Finish.  

DBArtisan lets you preview any and all generated scripts before you submit them to the database. This is 
standard for all object related scripts.   

 

Making changes to an existing table object  

Changes to database tables, such as modifying column lengths, inserting new columns, or deleting unneeded 
ones, can require dropping of a table. This requires knowledge of the underlying object dependencies so that 
these dependent objects are rebuilt after the table has been re-created. DBArtisan provides the ability to perform 
ñextendedò table alterations by constructing a SQL script with the steps necessary to save off the original data, 
create the new table, and populate it with the original data. Once these steps are complete, all dependent objects 
are then rebuilt and permissions re-applied. Following is a sample table change:  

1. From the Explorer, Tables node, select the table you created in the previous example.  

2. Double-click the table.   
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OR  

3. From the Command menu, click Open.  

DBArtisan opens the Table Editor. The Table Editor provides access to basic table properties, the list of table 
columns as well as any constraints, storage parameters, space allocation, partitioning, table dependencies, 
object privileges, table DDL and other attributes of the table.   For example: 

  

   

4. Select one of the columns you created in this table you want to modify.  

Details for the column are shown in the Column Attributes area on the right side of the pane.  

 
5. In the Width or Scale text box, type a new value.   

6. On the Tables Editor toolbar, select the Alter button.  

DBArtisan lets you preview the SQL script before you submit it to the database.  

 
7. Close the Tables Editor pane.  

Working with Object DDL  

DBArtisan allows you to easily extract DDL for single or multiple objects using several methods.  The most 
straight-forward is described here:  

1. On the Explorer, expand an Oracle data source.  

2. On the Oracle data source, click the Tables node.    

3. In the right pane of the Explorer window, right-click any table or group of tables (SHIFT+CLICK), and then 
select Extract.  

The DDL for all highlighted objects is extracted directly in a DDL Editor where it can be altered, executed and 
saved to the database, with no intermediary steps required.  
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4. Close the PL/SQL Editor pane.  

Advanced Schema Management  

In addition to standardized object support, DBArtisan provides you with advanced Schema 

management features. These features include full or object-level schema extraction, migration (with or 

without data) and publication. This example walks you through a simple cross-platform migration 

between Oracle and SQL Server data sources. Because DBArtisan automatically resolves differences 

between these disparate DBMS platforms, you can concentrate on what you want to do, rather than 

how to actually do it. The Schema Migration Wizard sequences the creation of objects in the proper 

order to eliminate dependency errors. It also has the intelligence to use the fastest method available 

for copying table data.  

Schema Level Migration  

While this example focuses on schema migration, the same wizard principle applies to schema extract and 
publication.  

1. On the Utilities menu, select Schema Migration.  

DBArtisan opens the Migration Wizard.  

2. Select Perform New Migration and Normal mode and then click Next. 

 DBArtisan opens the next panel of the Migration Wizard. 
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5. Under Source Datasource, select an Oracle data source.   

6. Under Target Datasource, select a SQL Server data source.  

7. Click Next.  

DBArtisan opens the next panel of the Migration Wizard. Note that a single SQL Server data source can 
support  multiple databases. 

8. Under Target Database, select a SQL Server database and then click Next.  

9. DBArtisan opens the next panel of the Migration Wizard.  
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10. Under  Object Types, use the check boxes to select one or more object types to migrate to the target data 

source.     

11. Under  Objects, expand the object types and then use the check boxes to select the specific objects  you 

want to migrate to the target data source.     

12. Click Next.  

DBArtisan opens the next panel of the Migration Wizard.   
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 It lets you specify a set of options that will be used for this migration job.  A  comprehensive list of 
dependency, script, ownership, table, and action options is provided.  For now, you can leave the default 
values. 

13. Click Next.  

DBArtisan opens the next panel of the Migration Wizard.   It offers the option to save this set of migration job 
options to a file, letting you repeat the migration at a later time. 

At this point you can either click Finish to view the progress of the migration or click Cancel to quit. 

 




